“Copy of a letter written by Daniel Stowart Jr., aged 19, to his 
=) uncle, Mr. Alexander Stewart, Stowart's Land, wont Post, Dundee, 
North Britain. f 


Written in remarkable, fino, vopper plate soript. 


tranovua, Wellington OO. 
June 1840, 
Uppor Oanada, Britioh North Amorica. 


Wy dear Uncle: 


Your very acceptable lottor of July/39 addxvongsod to my 
Father was duly received. [to perusal was highly ontortuining; yot 
with sorrow I remembor that the intelligence of Cousin Jnannot's 
sicness decslouded all the other bright ond gindening news. Ahe how 
varying and oft how darkly shaded the history of this mar tal state; 
on one side we Find insoribed a long succession of happy evente with 
intervals of uninterrupted penco, while the other not infrequontly 
presents a pioture of anguish and woo. Whe tidings of cousin 
Jane's marriage naturally called forth joy minglod with the hope that 
it might prove a happy event to all interested, and while now I 
desire through you my dear uncle in the mogt cordial manner to 
congratulate my dbeloved asusin on her accession to the highly honour- 
able and vory responsible office of Wife and Mother, I most cordially 
& congratulate yourself on onur accession to the venorable title of 

"Grandfather" end fondly do I cherish the hope that your new, relatione 
ship will afford Aunt and you much joy and consolation in your decline 
ing years. ‘The sad account of deer cousin Junnet's sickness was to 
all a subject of sorrow, that sorrow however was mitigeted By the 
heart cheering reflection that our Houvenly Parent whose kind and 

r superintending Providence is ever over us never fails to sanctify 
even ths most evevore offlictions to the good of those who have the 
heppiness to be his spiritual children. 


My dear Uncle, seven yoars have now elapsed sino I bade 
adieu t “Bonny Dundee" and though now far distant from the ancient 
"Royal Burgh" I still cherish a fond and lively remonbrance of the 
lest (2?) terrene abode of my agod and venereted Grandperents whoue 
meny virtues are still to momory dear and whose spirits I nopo to 
meet again within the pale of tho Celestial City. oft da I weli with 
Gelight on the bright snd buoyant days of early youth spent in Dundee ` 
in the cirele of those dear friends tor whom time und distance have 
failed to wax cold ny love. 
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My dear Uncle, you will perceive by gho head of this street 
thet I aa now at the residenes of my Father. A few waaks ago I arrived 
an invelid from Rochester City in the State of"New York where T spent 
a year in a wholesale fancy warchouse receiving a salary of $400.00 
or 2100, from whien aum Y had better than £40 to pay for my Room and 
Boarde In Rochester I learned to think highly of the Amerioan 

¥ Characters The Amerioan Merchant is active, enterprising and 

liberal. he American Parmer contented and happy, hospitable in his 
manners, of sound gange znd industrious habite. ho Amerioan 
Mechanic, sober, intelligont, ingenious, As a specimen of American 
enterprise - 28 years ngo tha place where now stande the stately 
buildings and lofty spires of Rochester stood the tall and disnel 
forest; the place twenty oight years ago inhabited by Beasts of prey 
and visited by the beardless Indian in his frail bark canoe is now 
the @welling place of twenty-two thousand intelligent and accuuntedle 
beings. In Rochester are 16 churches and 2b sohools, £5 flour mills 
and various monufucturies =- R. in far dintant from Bea or Lake and 
ite River the Genesoo in rondored unnavigable by sevoral beautiful 
Otaractse But all thove disadvantages sink into the Graat Erie Canal 
which passes throu' the centre of the City at which from 85 tu 30 


Boats stop daily. Zhig rie Canal a monument of the Perseverance 
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and Ingenuity of Man and the mont atupendous work of tho kind in th 
world is 300 miles long. ox ° 


_ My dear Unole, noven yoara have not yot transpiro singe 
I tiret beheld n Home An Amoston, T moan my Masvher'y houses after 
a two days romantic Journey from our Motvopolin of Voronto I was 
introduced by the evor wavohful Onnadian Dog to n gunl Log oot 
walled on every side with tho mujoasic Xoront - not far fron the 
door was a cautious cow browsing on hor naturo pluntes « a white pig 
wee also seon delving among the xootp and a hon hy avd oluokling noar 
the door. X entered the house ane Lound Pathor and Mother, Alexander 
and Ann enjoying their midday rest, which being woary ond tired was 
also a swoot soavon vo thelr visitor.) After a lapye of two hours 
Fethor snd Alexander took up thoir (battle) axoa and renewed the 
attack oa the tall yorrest rrees which, lixo a olain army, bestrewed 
the ground. During the interventent yoars I medo frequent visits to 
the Cot, which now affords me shelter - ovory visit witacused e change 
but great the change that seven yours huve wrought. Wrue tho log 
house has widergono little or no change; thoye for whom it was built 
throu’ the goodness of Vim whose kind arm conducted them through a 
long snd perilous path are yet its cecoupantsa; but changed the prospect 
all around = in the plaoe of dense wood, I now behold verdent filds - 
some affording rich pasturage for sheep und cattie a numbor of which 
are now seen grazing thoreon = others already wave with far advanced 
wheat, barley, oats, peas, etc. In the centre of these variegatod 
fields appear the barn and Jorn yard, Stable and (7) sheep 
Situste within & short distance of the Barn utands the Log Capin, 
Surroumcéed by e gereon and a group of Little pens, tho abođe of a 
numbrous throng of hens, turkeys, geese and ducks. The felling of 
traos is well nigh over and the slearing into ten fields of six 


acres of es (7). Thero are cleared in sll ( torn ) odd 
five are in various use. Brother John is now at home - a hired nan 
gives his whole attention to the improvement of ( torn ) 


Fathor gives ettontion to its adornment. The working and 
farm are Z yoke of oxen and a pak of horsos. Not long ogo brother 
Alexander presented Pethor with a young colt which bids fair to be an 
excellent riding mare. In a preceding page I mentioned my roturn 
from Rochester an invalid - the salubrious clime of this region hus 
hsd a very salutary influence on me ~ my health indeod is restored. 
My deer Uncle, I em fully persuaded that the Canadiun Parmer may be 
one of the havpiost of men, therefore I am rosolved on baconming a 
farmer myself 2s early as will bo oxpadiont. Brothor Petor is the 
preprietor of the next lot to this, 10 acres of which aro now yielding 
the fruito of his labour. H. Yalnot (Sistor M's husband) and Margaret 
anc their little boy are well end desiro to be affectionately 
rememoered to you and thair other dear frlonde. H. %. han a very 
pretty place about 1% miles distent. Tt wus about 9 months ago my 
Father and Mother had the hapyiness to become Grand Parente and 
myself en Uncle to a bonny and bright Canadian Boy. Brother Alex- 
ander still holds his old situation in Toronto - he hag however 
purchased a lot about lq miles from this and only intends romaining 
in Soronto a little longer to acquire meuns adequate to its partial 
improvements Sister Ana oontinues at home & very Pudthful daughter 
and comfort to Mother and Daniel (myself) will spond yet a Zew weeks 
et nome where ho enjoys himself exceedingly. 


iy dear Uncle, having now ude you somewhat acquainted 
with the cirounsteances of all your young Amorican friends, I will 
now entertain you (I presume) with somo observations of your older 
and moro intimate ones, Pathar and Nother who heve oa you are 
probably aware a few mouthe ago passed the border of “three score”. 
On coming to the New World Fether and Mother had the happiness to 
find their dwelling within 1/2 milo of a Baptiot moeting house - 
hig lowley tenple conseoratod to the worship off the Most High has 
beon to them a source of great comfort throu’ the goodness of Him 
who sustains His people everywhere and who caugeth the wilderness to 
rejoice and the solitary place to be glad -they have been enabled 
thither to repair on the first day of every week (few Sabbaths 


excepted) for upwards of noven years, where they enjoy communion . 
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with apirite kindred to their own e Pather and Mothar hud the 
extreme pleasure of witnovsing the spiritual birth of two of their 
cnilidivea singo thoir departure frora Dundes. OF the family thoro sre 
now four thas have oxpotienced the Joye o? Salvation und ere now 
hopeful travaliets to {fount sion, of whoin ny dau Ynele * have the 
happiness to ba onos Both Mathes and {other ary blouse with the 
enjoynent of goud health. ‘hoy avo algo favoarod with a sharo of 
the donforts of Afo nai sroublod with few of ite oaros. At present 
thay onjoy the sovlety of all tho hilaren oxcapt Alexander, end 
this thoy onjoy throu? hia vorrespondeucg ond have a luir progpedot 
i? spsxod of soon being surromided by ull of their ghildren of the 
first and aecond genorations. My Pather doutros mo to trank you 
vary kindly for calling on Japt. Stewart, but devirea mo also to say 
that you need not troudlo the vld gentleman again uid should you ever 
reosive anything you will pleuvo to tranvfor ât to hia dear Biutor 
Jannet (Dundee). Sather, mother and ull the Zamily agire to be 
affectionately remomerad to you, Aunt, your fanily and ing two deer 
Aunts Janie, and Catharine and all other inquiring friends. Farewell 
my dear Unele and believe me to bo your very affotsaaphow, 
Denlel Btowart. 

Please inform the friends in the Highlunds that they may be 

in daily expectation of a lotor From ute 


Ploase nention to ia. Janos Robertson, Zormerly o? Ndderty, 
thot my brothes John addressed him to your oure e few days ago. EF. 
ocd K. send their respucts to their old Zriond Mre J. Robortson 
lately returned fron Indias. Deki Se 


Postscript whittten by Daniel stewart Sr. 


My very denr Alex; — Tv's not a want of inclination that provented 
me from filling this ghost myself but a desire tu give my youngest 
son the opportunity, whe hog in these lines exprassed the sontimonte 
of my wife auc myself. I wil. however add a few lines from Paul 
and a verso from & hymna which struck me very forcibly yesterday in 


meeting. set oe affections on things above, not on things on the 
earth ~ Seulovstans i Po OLSGe 


2130 trom these earthly trifleg, rise 
On wings of faith end lovo 

Above our choicest troasure lies 

And be ovr hearts aboves 


Farewoll my deur brother and may ths God of sli meroy and graue be 
your chief and only delight now and throughout Eternity. 


Vory effectionately 
Daniel Stewart, Senr. 


